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STRAUS, MURRAY

Murray Straus is professor of sociolngy at the University of New Hampshire, In
1963, he founded and contmues Wrserve as co=director of the Family Research
Lahoratory. Dr. Straus received his ChD in 1956 from (e University of Wisconsin.
Madison. He is the tounding editor of Teg hung Socioloey and Journal of Famity
ssues. and the author or coauthor of OV 250 articles aind over 20 books on Crime,
corporal pumshiment, JRETESSION. pariner violence, and measurement of conther
lactivs in family relationships. His work., controverstal in some academic Circles, s
yebrenowned for its cross-national and -culiural applications. Best known for
his studies of aggression. carporal punishment. and domestic abuse in families,
[, Straus and his colleagues have censistently researched provocative dreas with
methods subject to seruiny in many disciplines,

Classifted within (he “tamily violence perspective” of domestic abuse research,
Dr. Straus created the Confliey Lacties Seales (CTS) inthe early 1970s. The C s
aretypically used w measure conflict and meivid tals” potential for vielenee in intei-
personal refationships. The CTS, whether N its ariginal orrevised CTS2 form. has
heen implemented 1 over |.000 studies. Originally created to meastre three Cat-
egotics of conflict resolution—Reasoning, Verbal Aggression, and Violence—rhe
CT52, 1 response o many criticisms, telabeled the items in these categories: the
tevision included Physical Assauli tormerly Violenge). Physical Injury {added).
Psychological Aggression (formerly Verhal Aggression), Sexual Coercion tadded i,
and Newotiation tHormerly Reasoning). The 15, most commonly used o assess
abuse by family violence fesearchers. is also the source of the mos; debate i thie
domestic abuse lierature Criticisms focus on failutes of the CIS and family vio-
lence researchers to nssess context. injury, lear, coercion, and control or 1o ALy
rately reflect victims' expetiences i the form of specitic violom relationships,

Straus and colleagues reported that abuse may aceur i G0 percent of all mar-
rages (Straus & Gelles, 19901, Although prevalence of domestic abuse in (he
United States was titially tracked in the e 19605, the emergence of Straus’s work
with the CTS marked the point a which prevalence findings became controversial
Asecond controversy surrounding family vielence perspectives—and Straus's work
In particular—is the consister finding that men and women report sinlar {requen.
cies of victimization, The findling that wonien perpetrate abuse as often as or more
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than men, reported by family violence researchers using both the CI's and other
measures. has been documented in over 200 individual studics. However. ¢ritics
of the €IS and the family vielence perspective discount these hndings. arguing
the research fails o account for context, injury, and relationship types.

Another controversy sparked by research from Straus and colleagues, using the
Parent-Child version of the CTS (CTSPC), was the Iinding thae parental wse of cor-
poral punishment may increase children’s likelihood of a lowered 1Q and increased
antisacial behavior, read by some as abuse perpetration, later in life {Straus,
Sugarman, & Giles-Sims, 1997 To date. the CTS i all its versions. is the most fre-
gquently used assessment of abusive tactics in familty velationships, Asaresalt, the
research of Dr. Straus retains the most referenced—Dhoth eritically and positively
regarded—in the field of domestic abuse rescarch and applied professions.

see afsor Child Abuseand Domestic Abuse: Children, Tmpact of Domestic Abuse on.
Female Perpetrators; Male Victims of Domestic Abuse
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